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WHAT IS NATURE BOWL?

Initiated in 1986, Nature Bowl is a fun, science-based team competition for third 
through sixth grade students. Teams participate in five activities at Semi-Final events 
held in March and April at various regional Nature Bowl partner sites. A Finals event 
is set for May 6 at Camp Pollock.

Nature Bowl activities focus on regional ecology, natural history, and conservation. 
�7�K�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�¶�V���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���L�V���W�R���P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���Z�L�W�K���K�D�Q�G�V-on science, to reinforce 
environmental concepts, to connect science to their own environment and to involve 
students in community conservation projects. Nature Bowl also serves as a model for 
�W�H�D�F�K�H�U�V���W�R���X�V�H���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���F�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P�¶�V���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q��

Nature Bowl currently serves students in the California Department of Fish and 
�:�L�O�G�O�L�I�H�¶�V���1�R�U�W�K���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���5�H�J�L�R�Q�����7�K�L�V���D�U�H�D���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�D�F�U�D�P�H�Q�W�R���9�D�O�O�H�\����
Delta, Sierra Nevada foothills and mountains.

�7�K�L�V���Y�L�U�W�X�D�O���F�R�D�F�K���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S���L�V���L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H���1�D�W�X�U�H���%�R�Z�O�¶�V���I�L�Y�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V����
their format and resources--so that coaches are fully prepared and confident to teach 
and lead their Nature Bowl teams. 

How does Nature Bowl work?
Any school or organized group may send one 3rd/4th grade team and one 5th/6th 
grade team to the Nature Bowl games. Teams are limited to 9 students each. Teachers, 
parents, or any youth leaders may coach a team. Coaches may choose which Nature 
Bowl Semi-Final site to participate in March and April. Teams with the highest scores 
at each Semi-Final event advance to the Nature Bowl Finals in May.


